Five years later after making these arguments, it would seem apparent that many things have changed. Nevertheless, I will argue in the present essay that with little modification, the factors listed above continue in diverse combinations being principle factors that condition the development of national contexts. These factors delimit many of the principal dilemmas that states in practically all parts of the region of Latin America and the Caribbean continue to face, thus defining the political and ideological context in which political parties struggle to reproduce their self-definition and in some cases their very survival. This is especially relevant in so far as parties form their conceptions about the field of possible alternatives in the face of the neoliberal debacle. In the final analysis, what is changing in Latin America today is principally the magnitude of the accumulating crisis of neoliberalism and it is precisely that which I want to reflect upon in the present work.
The Socio-Historical Construction of Latin American Political Parties
To speak of political parties, it seems logical to take as ones starting point the particular history of each in a given country. Political parties always develop in a macro-context that is fundamentally national. Beginning here, it is possible to establish a set of social factors that delimit political party formation and their institutional development. As is well established in the field of critical sociology, the class struggle framework has offered the most convincing analytical approach for characterising the dynamics and constant movement of this social context. From a dialectical point of view, it is possible to analyse the basic contradictions that determine class conflicts as well
